
Melbourne has grown – and so 
has the time and effort it takes 
to move around the city

• The annualised cost of road congestion 
in Melbourne and Geelong was 
approximately $5.5 billion in 2016.

• Congestion is exacerbated during the 
morning peak on western and eastern 
suburb roads that provide access to the 
inner city.

• The route between Melbourne Airport 
and the city is the busiest and most 
congested route, and is the worst 
performing in both peak periods.

• Unlike Sydney, Melbourne’s congestion 
is largely limited to motorway, freeways 
and arterials. Local streets remain 
accessible and amenity is high. 

• Road congestion, increased residential 
densities around transport interchanges, 
improvements to public transport service 
levels and frequencies have contributed 
to increased public transport demand. 

• Bus and tram networks experience 
increased congestion as they mix with 
general traffic. However, they generally 
experience low levels of crowding. 

• Rail networks have driven higher 
passenger volumes in the outer suburbs 
of Melbourne due to population growth.
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Melbourne’s road network congestion 2016, AM peak

Melbourne’s most congested roads (user experience) 2016



Melbourne GCCSA population

2031: 6 million

Even with committed 
investment, Melbourne’s 
transport networks are 
forecasted to become more 
congested

• Our modelling indicates the cost of 
road congestion Melbourne and 
Geelong will double to approximately
$10.4 billion in 2031, if further 
investments are not made. 

• Population growth in Melbourne’s 
periphery will increase pressure on 
transport infrastructure, and corridors 
that link them to major activity 
centres.

• Trips on public transport are forecast 
to grow significantly due to service 
expansions, infrastructure 
improvements, and increased time and 
monetary costs associated with 
driving. 

• Suburban rail patronage is expected to 
increase dramatically, with passenger 
kilometers expected to rise by 88%.

• Car travel is projected to remain as the 
most popular form of travel, 
accounting for approximately 77% of 
average weekday kilometers. 

• Corridors serving growth areas 
particularly in outer suburbs in the 
north will become the most congested 
as a result of population growth. 

• Regional rail services are expected to 
experience growing crowding.
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Melbourne’s road network congestion 2031, AM peak

Melbourne’s most congested roads (user experience) 2031


