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25" March, 2011

Mr Michael Deegan
National Infrastructure Coordinator
Infrastructure Australia

Dear Michael,

RE: Submission to Infrastructure Australia in regards to the Regional
Towns Water Quality and Security Review

Tumbarumba Shire Council would like to submit following comments on the findings
and recommendations in the Regional Towns Water Quality and Security Review
report prepared by AECOM. Council's comments are as follows:

e No consultation with Local Government in NSW, either at LGSA or Council
level:

e No real consultation with the NSW State Government, apart from one meeting
with the NSW Office of Water (NOW), in respect of which the input from NOW
was apparently given minor consideration;

e Virtually ignores the report and recommendations of the Armstrong/ Gellatly
Report into the provision of water supply in hon metropolitan areas in NSW
(which is still with the NSW Minister but which has still not been to Cabinet
and is unlikely to be considered in the life of this State Parliament which ends
in March, 2011);

e Ignores the strong performance of NSW Councils in the provision of water

supply and sewerage services and the major advantages of Councils
continuing to manage and operate critically important integrated water cycle

snowy valleys way



e management (water, wastewater, stormwater, drainage, urban planning,
health etc), as well as the importance of financial sustainability of Councils;

e Infers that the establishment of Regional Water Corporations in Victoria
(removed from Local Government in the 1990’s) has been a successful
model. This is an unfounded conclusion, because there has been no
demonstrated improvement in services, but costs and water charges to
consumers have skyrocketed,;

e Generally the report has the hallmarks of an academic desktop which is
extremely narrow in its vision and scope, and is probably directed towards
pre-determined structural, pricing and financial return objectives.

In addition to Council’'s submission on the Review, Council would like to draw your
attention to variations between Council’'s own records and the Town Water Supply
Information provided with the Review in relation to Town No. 32, Tumbarumba. The
Town Profile Template containing updated information is attached.

For any further enquiries please contact Council on 0269489114.

Yours Sincerely,

Wi >

Kay Whitehead

General Manager



AECOM

Appendix C  Town Profile Template
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