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The Gladstone Region (Refer Figure 1) is some 500km north of Brisbane and is a significant industrial location
at state, national and global levels for large scale heavy industry projects linked to the resource and energy
sectors. It is earmarked by both State and Federal Governments for further industrial growth with potential to
provide enormous economic returns and employment opportunities to not only the Region, but also to the
State and the Nation.

The Gladstone Region, has, over the past thirty to forty years been the focus of considerable industrial
development, focused on the processing of alumina and aluminium and the enormous coal resources of the
Bowen Basin.

Gladstone is home to one of Queensland’s largest multi-commodity ports exporting goods worth almost $1
billion, which plays a significant role in the economic development of the city and the region generally.

In addition to the significant port infrastructure and associated connecting transport corridors, other major
industries in Gladstone include the world’s largest alumina refinery, Queensland Alumina Ltd., the NRG
Gladstone Power Station, Orica Australia, Cement Australia’s clinker plant, Rio Tinto Australia’s Yarwun
alumina plant and Austicks timber product manufacturing.

There are a significant number of new industries in the process of upgrading existing facilities or establishing
in the Gladstone e.g. Rio Tinto Australia Yarwun Alumina Plant expansion Stages 2 & 3, Rio Tinto Australia’s
Boyne Smelter upgrade and expansion, Gladstone Port Corporation’s Wiggins Island Coal Facility, Gladstone
Pacific Nickel, Queensland Energy Resources Shale Oil Project, LNG / Santos, BG Liquefied Gas Plant and
Queensland Alumina’s future expansion.

To ensure that Gladstone continues to enjoy not only the benefits that major industry brings to the region, but
also to maintain social equity and quality of life for the community; appropriate transport infrastructure needs to
be built or upgraded to best meet the rapid industrial growth and associated population expansion being
experienced.
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Figure 1
Plan supplied courtesy of GAPDL
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