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If Infrastructure Australia could look into funding 5 public transport 
interchanges around Sydney’s CBD that will stop empty buses travelling thru 
the CBD. This will make Sydney more productive and free up busy streets. 
 
Sydney's CBD public transport system could be changed to make it the 
world's best today without building an expensive tram line thru the city until we 
know it works. 
 
Buses and ferries from the suburbs would bring passengers to 5 major 
interchanges, Circular Quay (ferries) Wynyard (buses north) QVB (buses 
west), Central (buses West and south), Museum (buses East). Passengers 
would be dropped off at these interchanges and the buses would then return 
to the suburbs to pick up more passengers. These 5 interchanges would 
include access to trains, buses and taxis all in a short walk, i.e. by crossing 
the road and all accessed under cover. 
 
A fleet of buses looping around the CBD 24hrs a day would be used to take 
passengers to their final destination. A dedicated bus lane (both directions) 
and innovative one-way signage would be used along the CBD bus loop. The 
loop would run along George St from central to the Quay and then back along 
either Elizabeth St or Castlereagh St. These buses would be free to anybody 
who has a valid train, bus or ferry ticket for that day. By having 5 major 
interchanges spaced evenly around the CBD, the CBD loop buses would be 
used more efficiently and when demand decreased buses would be removed 
from service. If the CBD bus loop idea was a great success then a more 
expensive tram or monorail could be built to replace buses in the future. If the 
CBD bus loop was implemented the only cost would be painting the road and 
signage. 
 
Each bus route out to the suburbs would have its own space at only one of the 
major interchanges. 
 
In the afternoon peak an innovative idea could be used. Buses on major 
routes would not have pre assigned routes or times but would be assignment 
a route as passengers filled the buses. When a bus becomes full or was 
waiting for 10-15 minutes it would leave and the next bus in the holding bay 
not far away would be summoned to the same space. Passengers would use 
the CBD bus loop or walk to get to the bus space. No bus would be travelling 
across the city empty or passengers would not have to fight to get a seat for a 
long ride home. Sydney would no longer see long lines of passengers waiting 
in the rain to get on a bus, instead the bus would wait for passengers.  When 
the afternoon peak finished the buses would revert to the normal timetable. 
 
Better utilisation of the major arterial roads by marking the third curb lane as a 
red bus lane then make it a T2 or T3 lane in peak hour and then a 
"Bus lane all other times". This would allow our public transport system to run 
more efficiently by allowing the buses to return in the opposite, 
underutilised direction to the peak faster to pick up more passengers. 


