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Patrick – Overview

Whilst this submission is made on behalf of the Patrick Terminals Division it should be noted that Patrick

operate several businesses on Fisherman Islands and are part of the Asciano Group which also owns and operates

the rail provider Pacific National.

Asciano is a publicly listed company on the Australian Stock Exchange and is a major infrastructure and

operational business within the Australian logistics sector.

Within the context of the Port of Brisbane, Patrick Terminals operate a state of the art automated container

terminal at Berths 7, 8 and 9 Fisherman Islands handling more than half of the port’s total containerised trade.

Associated Patrick businesses on Fisherman islands include transport, warehousing and container storage

facilities managed by Patrick Port Logistics and a general cargo and motor vehicle stevedoring and storage

business managed by the Patrick Automotive Bulk and General Cargo Division. Beyond these Patrick have

interests in other businesses, most notably Australian Amalgamated Terminals.

Patrick are the largest single stakeholder on Fisherman Islands and are a major employer of labour.

Patrick was one of the first companies to establish a presence on Fisherman Islands in 1987 and similarly was

the first stevedore to centralise all of its operations at the new port in 2005. Accordingly the adequacy of road

links to Fisherman Islands is an issue of significant importance to Patrick.
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Brisbane – World Class Port

The decision to build a port for Brisbane at Fisherman Islands in the mid 1970’s was in many respects visionary.

Fisherman Islands is unique amongst Australia’s major ports in that it enjoys a buffer between port operations

and urban areas and has sufficient land to allow for continued expansion to meet predicted growth. Patrick

Terminals recognised this potential and have invested significantly in Fisherman Islands over recent years.

The first stage of the Brisbane AutoStrad® Terminal, which opened in December 2005, saw an investment of

$106 million dollars in infrastructure and machinery.

An extension to the Brisbane AutoStrad® Terminal, due to be completed in January 2009, will see a further

$135 million dollars invested to keep pace with growing demand.

Patrick Terminals have more than tripled the volume of cargo handled since 1998 reflecting similar growth to

that experienced by the port as a whole. Port of Brisbane Corporation statistics indicate year on year growth has

been a remarkable 11.9% over the past 10 years.

Projecting these figures forward with low, medium and high growth scenarios indicates the dramatic effect of

continually compounding volume growth and underlines the need for appropriate infrastructure to ensure this

can be catered for.

Patrick Terminals believe that, notwithstanding a potential slowing of growth, the underlying drivers of

consistent increase remain sound. Brisbane now draws on a hinterland which extends into Far North Queensland

and as far south as the northern outskirts of the City of Newcastle. Centralisation has seen containerised cargo

increasingly routed through Brisbane while North Queensland ports develop specialist – generally extractive

industry – facilities. The growth in transhipment cargo has also increased over time as Brisbane has emerged as

a hub for cargo from New Zealand and the South Pacific. Finally, the strong growth in population in South-East

Queensland continues to fuel consumer demand and thus the import trade. Certainly, from a Patrick Terminals

perspective, a higher growth rate is adopted in forward planning for Brisbane than is used for any other capital

city port.

8% Growth 10% Growth 12% Growth

2010 1.1

(million units of cargo)

1.2 1.3

2015 1.6 1.9 2.2

2020 2.3 3.0 3.9


