
24 Barry Road
KELLYVILLE NSW 2155

12 May 2010

The Hon. Kevin Rudd MP
Prime Minister
POBox 6022
Parliament House
CANBERRA ACT 2600

Dear Mr Rudd

STJBMISSION FOR FEDERAL FI]NDING OF TIIE
NORTHWEST HEAVY RAIL SYSTEM NOW.

We in the Northwcst of Sydney are being seriously disadvantaged and discriminaEd
against by the lack of heavy rail infrastructure . We arc sick of being misled by
successive state l,abor govcmments who tell us that we are going to have heavy roil -
originalty Mr Carr said we would have the railway in Castlc Hill by 2010. We have
been promised a Northwest rail no less than six times since 1998 by State labor
Govemments. The latcct trrnsporrt ptln released by the currelt Premier
indicates that the Northwegt rail will not be comaenced until 2017. Mr Rudd,
thir is a dfugrace we wenl the Federal govertrment to grant tte NSW
govenment the funds through Infractructure Awtralil to commence building
the Northw*t rail now. The taxpayeru of the Northw€$t desene nothing lers

It is vital that Sydney has strong public transport infrasfucture, without it you have a
city that is completely unsustainable and unlivable. Therc is no o$ion regarding
providing the ftmds for a heavy rail system to t$€ Northwest of Sydney. Mr Ruild
you have already told the Aurtrelirn people thrt we can erp€ct to heve a very
signilicant increase in populatiol rtrd it sppears fron your own words that you
heartily approve of this population increale. We ere badly lacking in public
trusport iofrastructrre in Sydney now, it beggan bdief that you wodd not see
the ueed to fund the heavy Northwest rsil wben we are obviously going to be one
of the principal areas to b€rr the brunt of incrersed population. It is already a
nightnarc qying to travel in a traffic gridlock just !o get to work wery day. It is
sickening to the people here in the Northwest when we see money that is being spent
elsewhere for fur less critical purposes and in some cases it appea.rs to us asjust
taxpayefs money wasted. There are people who travel to work wery rhy on the
roed who are paying $90 a week only fu road tolb to get to work beceuse there
is no public transporL



The State Government had rn En"irooi"ot*t l*gu.r.ent end Concept Plar
done in 2006 for the Northwet riil link so there is no excuse rot to stsrt thig
railway immedietely, thereby creating a large number ofjobs. The patronage
estimated for the Northwest Rail Link (GHD Pty Ltd for TIDC, 2006) ranged from
50,000 to 80,00 passengen per day.

The Northwest Rail Link catchment is an area that is well advanced in its
developm.en! both in terms of population and employment. Thb proposed Link
ceMces arers thst in some cases have been establlshed for some 20 years and it
haverses ore of the fastest growing Local Govcmmcnt Areas in Sydney (Australian
Bureau of Statistics (ABS) , 2009b).

There are 60,000 residents leaving the Hills Shire eaoh day to go to work - with about
28,000 coming in Ninety rir per cent of these daily conmuten mwt use privrte
vehicles because of the llck of publlc transport. The Hills district has one ofihe
highest car occupancy rates in Australia The Northwest will accommodate an
additional 54,640 dwelliqgs and 6 I , I 80 jobs in the ncxt 1 0 yean.

This would be in keeping witlr yor.n expressed desire to rcduce carbon pollution if
you would give top pdority to heavy rail Providing heevy reil in the Northwcst,
which is one of the principal growth areas of Sydnery now and in the futurg will
result in l0,lX)0 plus carr offthe road wery day. Car exhaust emissions are a
major contributors ofair pollution and as such is a huge cause of ill hcalth and
consequently the reductioo ofcars on the road would result itr reduc€d spending of
the medical dollar.

Not only would pollution be reduced by having a Northwest heavy rail system but the
coDsequent reduction in oil usage would be sipificant Northwcst Sydney
desperately n@s a heevy rail syrtem to move worken end residentr quickly,
efl'rciently rnd most importrnt cleanly. I,ft Rudd, we know that you are corremed
about reduoing the carbon footprint in Australia and you could not do anything that
would be more beneficial in every rcspect for the people ofNorthwert Sydney,
which ig one the largert growth areas ln Australia, than to provide us with a heavy
rail system. We have paid our taxes and deserve nothing less..

Eow can Sydney absorb eny signmcant perc:etrtage of continuing immigretion
without eppropriate federel funding for tbe nccesery infrastructure?

Anthony Albanese your lnfrastructure Minist€r is discriminating aeainst 16s
Northwest of Sydney in his funding of $306 million in labor sears and only $21 I
million in Coalition seats. Ofthe 137 projects firnded:t 84 were in ALP seals* 47 were in Coalition seatsi 6 were in independents
This is not a fair distribution oftaxpay€$ money, some arEas simply because oftheir
politics are being discriminated against. The principles ofdemocracy seem to be
lacking here.



J

We the people ofNSW have seen enough ofour GST being handed around to other
strates when we are badly laoking in infrastructure. It will be good enough for the
Federal government to give our taxes to other states but not until our own
infrastructure is complete - not until then!

Anyone who says that the provision ofbuses however numerous will do the job is
either toally incompetent or not telling the truth Buses have an important role but
only in support ofhearry rail.

Transport bas been accumtely described as "the lrey to all land-use planning".
Because the truth ofthat starement is so evident it becomes quite clear tbat frfther
increases in population in the Northwest area without heavy rail would lcad to a city
that is unsustainable and unlivable with a disastmur efrect on social coh$ion.

Yours faithfirlly

Joan and lan King


